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ZOOM ON RECENT DEALS  

 

 

June/July 2020 

EOFY: A dozen of deals announced in the professional services sectors   

1. ASX-listed telco and IT services company Spirit Telecom has acquired Gold Coast-based VPD 
Group for $14 million. VPD Group is a group of IT service providers based in Queensland, offering 
cloud, security, voice and data services. The group comprises Now IT Solutions, Live Call and Voice 
Print and Data Australia. The acquisition expands Spirit further into the Queensland and New 
South Wales markets, and also establishes a new wholesale business for cloud, internet and voice 
services called Spirit Partners. Spirit Partners will focus on distributing its range of products via 
channel partners across Australia, delivering cloud-based IT and internet services through the Spirit 
X sales platform.  

2. Wellington, New Zealand - Totara announced that its owners have entered into a purchase 
agreement with Sydney private equity firm Five V Capital, under which Five V will acquire a 
majority ownership interest in Totara. Since 2011, Totara has remained focused on helping 
organizations experience the freedom to innovate and adapt to changing circumstances through 
its open and flexible HR and Learning & Development software. Today’s rapidly evolving workplace 
and the strategic imperative of having engaged and well-trained employees, further accelerated by 
COVID-19, has prompted corporations and organizations to adapt new working practices.  

3. Australian digital marketing and IT consultancy Lens10 has been acquired by MightyHive – a 
media consultancy that operates as a subsidiary of Martin Sorrel’s S4 Capital. MightyHive is a 
branding and marketing firm that helps clients across the globe with a range of marketing, 
advertising, design and technology services, as well as data analytics. MightyHive has now acquired 
Lens10, which has offices in Sydney and Melbourne. Lens10’s vast suite of services – including 
digital strategy consulting, marketing consulting, tech architecture, analytics strategy and data 
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visualisation – are all aimed at helping clients leverage actionable data to effectively implement 
online and app strategies. Lens10 is an Adobe Analytics Partner, a Google Marketing Platform 
Partner and a Google Cloud Partner. 

4. Global environmental services consultancy Trinity Consultants has acquired Vision Environment 
Australia (VEA) – a Queensland-based environmental consulting firm that specialises in water 
quality and marine ecology. VEA was set up in 2008 by Leonie Andersen and Felicity Melville in 
order to monitor the impact of industrial activity on marine ecology. The firm has since grown into 
an environmental consultancy that supports businesses across Australia and New Zealand that 
work in close contact with environmental water sources. Trinity entered the Australian market 
early last year through the acquisition of ASK Consulting Engineers – a Brisbane-based consultancy 
that specialises in noise, vibration, air quality, odor and lighting.  

5. Melbourne-based security provider Basis Networks has been acquired by CyberCX for an 
undisclosed sum. CyberCX owns a group of 14 Australian cybersecurity companies including Sense 
of Security, Enosys, CQR, Identity Solutions and more. The company is led by former Optus exec 
John Paitaridis as CEO and former National Cyber Security Adviser Alastair MacGibbon as chief 
strategy officer. Basis Networks, who was founded in 2015 and specialises in securing mission 
critical networks and cyber security services. 

6. Domain name and web services provider Web.com has acquired Webcentral, the company 
formerly known as Melbourne IT and Arq Group, for $12.2 million. The acquisition marks the end 
of the beleaguered web hosting provider’s months-long strategic review, which started in 
September 2019. Webcentral owns and operates the SMB business of the former Arq Group, with 
the brands Netregistry, WME, Melbourne IT and Domainz under its umbrella. 

7. ChartSmart Consulting Pty Ltd joins FTS Group as part of the Galaxy42 organisation. Galaxy42, an 
FTS Group company, has today announced it has acquired Canberra-headquartered IT services 
consulting house, ChartSmart. Galaxy42 and ChartSmart have previously operated as close 
partners, making for a smooth integration and bolstering FTS Group’s footprint and customer base 
in the ACT. Galaxy42 is a national consulting business that specialises in providing services to 
implement, enhance, support, and integrate business applications. 

8. Digital transformation and automation services specialist Accelera has acquired Sydney-based 
DevOps provider Ayenem for an undisclosed sum. Also based in Sydney, Accelera is the newest 
venture of former Bulletproof Networks CEO Anthony Woodward, working with government and 
mid-market clients through strategy-led digital transformation. The acquisition of Ayenem bolsters 
Accelera’s consulting, delivery and operational services capability, specifically with its expertise in 
DevOps automation, security-focused DevSecOps and cloud platforms, including containers. 

9. Sydney-headquartered Nexon Asia Pacific has acquired Gold Coast-based managed IT services 
provider GCOMM. GCOMM offers telephony, security and cloud solutions over an enterprise-
grade network through a direct and wholesale channel. The acquisition bolsters Nexon’s footprint 
in Darwin, Perth and the Gold Coast via GCOMM’s network infrastructure, client base and 
engineering staff. The acquisition is Nexon’s fourth for 2020, after buying Remagine Solutions, 
XCentral and the security solutions division of Melbourne-based Kiandra IT all together in February 
this year. 

10. Outsourcing services providers Probe and Stellar are set to merge. Street Talk understands Probe 
Group – backed by Sydney-based Quadrant Private Equity and Adrian MacKenzie's Five V Capital – 
has entered into an agreement to merge with rival outsourcing outfit Stellar. The combined group 
will employ more than 12,600 people across six countries and will primarily focus on customer 
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experience outsourcing services, handling things like inbound customer enquiries for its clients. 
The merger also comes at an interesting time for the outsourcing services industry in Australia, as 
companies move to repatriate offshore operations.  

11. Tesserent has acquired Seer Security : Security services specialist Tesserent has acquired 
Melbourne and Canberra-based security consulting firm Seer Security for $5 million and Tesserent 
stock. The acquisition bolsters the Tesserent’s security capabilities and presence in Canberra, with 
the company also claiming to be the capital’s largest pure cybersecurity provider. Seer specialises 
in Government-certified delivery of assurance and governance, risk and compliance (GRC) services 
and software development. Seer’s Canberra operations joins Tesserent’s Canberra-based 
subsidiary North, while the Melbourne office will remain as a standalone business specialising in 
security software development. 

12. McCann creative chairman Ben Lilley has acquired full-service brand and digital agency JSA 
Creative. JSA’s Brisbane and Gold Coast operations will be merged immediately with McCann and 
The Red Republic’s Queensland operations. JSA managing director Jeremy Bews says it is an 
"honour" to be joining what he believes is one of Australia's "most exciting" agency groups right 
now. Established in 1991, JSA has grown to become a well-established and well-respected player in 
the Queensland agency market. Lilley confirmed that these acquisition plans remain unchanged 
despite the global COVID-19 crisis and that further acquisitions are underway and will be 
announced over the coming months. 

 

You would like to assess the sale readiness of your consultancy or you are thinking of an M&A 
deal in the near future, contact pierre.briand@scdadvisory.com 


